
 

Where do artists get their ideas? 

 
 

Artists make artworks about their experiences in life, or the things they imagine.   
Sometimes they make art about their own personal experiences, and sometimes they 
make art in response to something that happened elsewhere.   
 
Many ideas come from: 
 
 Things they see, hear, or touch.   
 Stories they have heard, read, or want to tell. 
 Feelings they want to express. 
 Amusement or humour. 
 Things they have learned from other people, or from books, films, newspapers, the In-

ternet, or TV.  Often this is because their feelings were greatly affected by whatever they 
learned. 

 Things they believe in, value, or care about, such as political, religious, or social ideals.  
This may include peace, equality, feminism, the ethical treatment of animals, freedom of 
speech, environmental issues or human rights. 

 Things that they imagine might have happened, or things which could happen.  Things 
they have invented or made up, ideas about fantasy or dreamlike images, unreal worlds, 
imaginary places and landscapes, figures and creatures. 

 Their views on how various colours, textures, patterns or shapes can be arranged in in-
teresting ways.   

 
Most artists keep all kinds of information in their idea journals and sketchbooks—
information that helps them develop ideas for art pieces.  They record, collect, and 
sketch out all kinds of information, including: 
 
 Technical information about how to do things. 
 Things they experience which are interesting and might like to use in their art at some 

time. 
 Sketches and notes of ideas they have for artworks. 
 Rough working drawings and different ways that ideas can be expressed. 
 Comments on how they think work is progressing, and how it might be improved. 
 Questions they have about their art, the world, or the ideas they’re working with. 


