"If you like conceptual art, think about honking."  Bumper Sticker, c. 1977.

Conceptual Art

Conceptual Art emerged as an art movement in the 1960’s. Many people have trouble understanding what it is about, because many conceptual art pieces DO NOT look like traditional artworks (paintings, sculptures, prints, drawings, etc.).

Conceptual art is art in which the concept or idea is more important than the appearance, style, or design of the art itself.  Some of it is VERY unusual and interesting!  Some of it doesn’t even “look” like any art you’ve seen before!

In traditional artmaking, the artist pays attention to carefully making the artwork. The artist also must make good aesthetic decisions, and may require good rendering skills (abilities or talent in drawing, painting, sculpting, or another traditional art form).   

Conceptual artwork, however, is only about the IDEA – so it often will require little or no physical craftsmanship in its creation. Conceptual artists don’t need to know how to draw well, paint well, or sculpt well to create a very strong conceptual piece.  

Conceptual art is intended to convey an idea or a concept to the viewer or audience.  Sometimes, it is intended to make the viewer ask questions, consider a different opinion or viewpoint, or have a new experience.  
This type of art is not about aesthetics (appearance) – rather, it is dependent upon the content (or the conversation) surrounding it. In Conceptual Art, creating a traditional art piece, like a painting or a sculpture, rarely happens – conventional art objects are uncommon.  
Conceptual art is an art form which asks the question:  WHAT IS ART?  
15 interesting examples of conceptual art:
1. 1953 : Artist Robert Rauschenberg exhibits Erased De Kooning Drawing, a drawing by well-known artist Willem De Kooning which Rauschenberg bought, then erased. It raised many questions about the fundamental nature of art, challenging the viewer to consider whether erasing another artist's work could be a creative act.  Also, it makes us wonder whether Rauschenberg’s erased drawing was only "art" because the (famous) Rauschenberg had done it.
2. 1957: Yves Klein, Aerostatic Sculpture. This was composed of 1001 blue balloons released into the sky from the roof of a well-known art gallery. Klein also exhibited 'One Minute Fire Painting' which was a blue panel into which 16 firecrackers were set.  The marks left by the burning and exploding firecrackers were displayed as a painting. Later in 1957 Klein declared that his paintings were now invisible and to prove it he exhibited an empty room. This exhibition was called 'The Surfaces and Volumes of Invisible Pictorial Sensibility'.

3. 1960: In Vancouver, Iain and Ingrid Baxter exhibited the contents of a four room apartment, all wrapped in plastic bags.

4. 1961: Robert Rauschenberg sent a telegram to the Galerie Iris Clert (an art gallery) which said: 'This is a portrait of Iris Clert if I say so.' as his contribution (submission) to an upcoming exhibition of portraits.

5. 1961: Piero Manzoni exhibited tins of his own feces (yes, that’s poop). He put the tins on sale for their own weight in gold. He also sold his own breath (enclosed in balloons) as Bodies of Air.  One project he did was where he signed people's bodies, thus declaring them to be living works of art either for all time or for specified periods of time (this depends on how much they are prepared to pay).

6. 1962: Christo created a piece called Iron Curtain . This consisted of a barricade of oil barrels in a narrow Paris street which caused a large traffic jam. The artwork was not the barricade itself but the resulting traffic jam.
7. 1962: Piero Manzoni created The Base of the World, a “stand” to put under the world, much like the stands put under sculptures in art galleries, thereby exhibiting the entire planet as his artwork…. (see picture below!)
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8. 1965:  Joseph Beuys covered his head with honey and gold leaf, tied felt and steel sole to either foot, and spent three hours explaining one of his pictures to a dead rabbit. The piece was to symbolize spiritual warmth and hard reason.  It was called "How To Explain Pictures to a Dead Hare". 
9. Joseph Kosuth dates the concept of One and Three Chairs in the year 1965.  The presentation of the work consists of a chair, its photo and a blow up of a definition of the word "chair". Kosuth has chosen the definition from a dictionary.
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10. 1970: Douglas Huebler exhibits a series of photographs which were taken every two minutes whilst driving along a road for 24 minutes straight.

11. 1972: Fred Forrest pays the newspaper “Le Monde” to print an area of blank space in the newspaper and invites readers to fill it with their own works of art.
12. 1991: Damien Hirst exhibits his sculpture The Physical Impossibility of Death in the Mind of Someone Living, a shark in formaldehyde in a vitrine.
13. 1999: Tracey Emin is nominated for the Turner Prize. Part of her exhibit is My Bed, her dishevelled bed, surrounded by garbage and personal belongings such as condoms, blood-stained underwear, bottles and her bedroom slippers.
14. 2001: Martin Creed wins the Turner Prize for The Lights Going On and Off, an empty room in which the lights go on and off. 
15. 2005: Simon Starling wins the Turner Prize for Shedboatshed, a wooden shed which he had turned into a boat, floated down the Rhine and turned back into a shed again.
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