ARTFUL IDIOMS
Name: ___________________________________
All languages use idioms, which are phrases that are familiar to people who speak that language, but whose meaning is not in the actual words.  For example, if I was walking into a final exam, and I said, “Keep your fingers crossed!” what I really mean is “Wish me luck!”.
Work with a partner to figure out the intended meaning of these commonly-used idioms:

1. break a leg   _____________________________________________________
2. raining cats and dogs   _____________________________________________________
3. between a rock and a hard place   __________________________________________________
4. off the top of my head   _____________________________________________________
5. a blessing in disguise   _____________________________________________________
6. a dime a dozen   _____________________________________________________
7. a piece of cake   _____________________________________________________
8. a shot in the dark   _____________________________________________________
9. a slip of the tongue   _____________________________________________________
10. a taste of your own medicine   _____________________________________________________
11. a toss up   _____________________________________________________
12. a wolf in sheep’s clothing   _____________________________________________________
13. actions speak louder than words   ___________________________________________________
14. add fuel to the fire   _____________________________________________________
15. against the clock   _____________________________________________________
16. all bark and no bite   _____________________________________________________
17. all thumbs   _____________________________________________________
18. back to the drawing board   _____________________________________________________
19. barking up the wrong tree   _____________________________________________________
20. bend over backwards   _____________________________________________________
21. beat a dead horse   _____________________________________________________
22. better late than never   _____________________________________________________
23. birds of a feather flock together   __________________________________________________
24. bite off more than you can chew   _________________________________________________
25. bite your tongue   _____________________________________________________
26. blood is thicker than water   _____________________________________________________
27. cold turkey   _____________________________________________________
28. come hell or high water   _____________________________________________________
29. cry over spilled milk   _____________________________________________________
30. dog-eat-dog   _____________________________________________________
31. down to the wire   _____________________________________________________
32. everything but the kitchen sink   ___________________________________________________
33. get up on the wrong side of the bed   _______________________________________________
34. great minds think alike   _____________________________________________________
35. head over heels   _____________________________________________________
36. icing on the cake   _____________________________________________________
37. in the doghouse   _____________________________________________________
38. keep an eye on him   _____________________________________________________
39. let the cat out of the bag   _____________________________________________________
40. never bite the hand that feeds you   ________________________________________________
41. off on the wrong foot   _____________________________________________________
42. on top of the world   _____________________________________________________
43. nose out of joint   _____________________________________________________
44. out of sight, out of mind   _____________________________________________________
45. out of the frying pan and into the fire   ______________________________________________
46. preaching to the choir   _____________________________________________________
47. people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones   _______________________________
48. put your best foot forward   _____________________________________________________
49. [bookmark: _GoBack]roll out the red carpet   _____________________________________________________
50. rub salt in the wound   _____________________________________________________
51. sick as a dog   _____________________________________________________
52. skeletons in the closet   _____________________________________________________
53. the best of both worlds   _____________________________________________________
54. the early bird catches the worm   __________________________________________________
NOW:  Choose an idiom from the list provided above.  Write the idiom you have chosen on the back of your paper, and use the front of the paper to illustrate the idiom literally.  Think of a way to illustrate it that is unusual or interesting.  Use humour!  Be creative!  
You must use the whole page and use coloured pencils to finish your drawing. 
If you need a reference photo (a photo to look at while you draw, to help you draw more realistically) please ask me and I’ll help you find what you need or print it from the internet.



	
CHOOSE ONE:
A. Create a drawing that only includes warm colours (reds, oranges, yellows, golds, etc.).
B. Create a drawing that only includes cool colours (blues, greens, purples, silvers, etc.).
C. Create a drawing that is made up of monochromatic colours (different shades of the same colour).



	CHOOSE ONE:
A. Create a two-sided drawing (it’s called a diptych).  Create a different environment (real) for each side – and place the same object in each of the environments.  Choose an object which can mean something different depending upon its context.
B. Create a drawing based on a famous artist’s work (you must alter it enough to “make it yours”).
C. Create an advertisement for yourself.




	CHOOSE ONE:
A. Create a drawing which has deep personal significance for you.  This can be in political, social, or spiritual terms.
B. Using your imagination, create a drawing of a completely useless invention.
C. Create a drawing of something that you consider ‘beautiful’.  Emphasize the beauty of your subject in the drawing.



	CHOOSE ONE:
A. Draw a scene from another planet.
B. Draw a mirror and all it reflects.
C. Draw a scene from your early childhood.




